
Welcome to 15:1 Common Core Algebra I with Mrs. Kimball 
Did you know? “Math has a lot of negative stereotypes, but it can actually be 

fun and incredibly empowering.” – Danica McKellar 
 

Course Requirements and Other Important Information 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This year in math we will expand on the topics learned in eighth grade. 
I look forward to an exciting, yet challenging year. You will notice many changes in math due to the 
change in expectations for New York State students when the new Common Core Standards were 
adopted. You will be learning differently; lesson formats, presentations, expectations, and 
requirements will be different. You will be using new vocabulary and terminology as you employ 
critical thinking and problem solving skills. No longer will you be strictly solving computations and 
merely filling in and computing equations; you will be asked to analyze, evaluate, and justify your 
answers. More conversations/discussions and shared learning experiences will occur as we explore 
new concepts. Many problems will be based on real-life ideas and concepts. Our goal is to be 
prepared for the Common Core Algebra Regents Exam and for future math classes. Hopefully, our 
ultimate goal is to help prepare you for success when you graduate from Canastota High School. 
 
BASIC RULES/EXPECTATIONS:  5 P’s - Positive, Prompt, Prepared, Participate, & Productive 
 As always, please respect yourself, others, and school property. 
 
SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:  binder, loose-leaf paper, black or blue pens, pencils, pocket folder, graph 
paper, calculator 
 
You are expected to bring your supplies to class every day unless you are told otherwise. If you do 
not have the necessary supplies, you will NOT be allowed to return to your locker for them.  
 
CLASS PROCEDURES:  Class will almost always start with completing the “Problem of the Day,” 
followed by a review of the homework. Have your homework on your desk, and be ready to ask any 
questions you might have. 
 
BINDERS:  You must keep a math binder. DO NOT put any other subjects in this binder. It is very 
important to maintain a well-organized, neat, and up-to-date binder. The 8 sections are: POD; Vocab; 
Exit Tickets; Notes; Class work; Homework; Tests; and Quizzes. Binders will be collected and graded a 
minimum of twice per quarter. 
 
HOMEWORK:  It is very important to practice math outside of class. Because of this, homework 
will be given almost every night. It will be checked daily. Every problem should be clearly numbered. 
The original problem should be copied (unless told differently) and all of the work needs to be 
shown. Your answer should be circled. Problems with just answers will not be accepted. At least once 
a week, it will be collected and graded for accuracy. Otherwise, you will receive a grade based on the 
effort you put into completing the assignment. 
 



*All assigned homework is to be turned in on the day it is due. Absent students are expected to turn 
in homework the day they return to class. It is the students’ responsibility to know the given 
assignments when they miss class. I will accept late assignments, but they will not receive the 
maximum amount of credit. Assignments given during a five week period must be completed during 
those five weeks. There will be no carry-over of grades. 
 
 
GRADING POLICY:  10%  Binder 
    10%  POD Sheets and Exit Tickets 
    15%  Homework  

15%  Class work and Participation 
    20%  Tests  

30%  Quizzes 
    Projects will be counted as either tests or quizzes, depending upon  

the complexity of the assignment. 
 
Each individual grade is based on a point system. For example, if a student receives a grade of 8/9 on 
any given task, to determine the grade based on 100, divide the numerator by the denominator and 
then multiply by 100. (8/9 = 8 ÷ 9 x 100 = 88.8 = 89) 
 
Each student is responsible for getting notes/class work, homework, exit tickets, and for making up 
tests/quizzes when absent from class. If you know you are going to be absent, please make every 
effort to see me regarding class work and homework expectations. Upon returning to school from an 
absence, you have one week to make up missed assignments, tests, and quizzes. This may be 
accomplished any time after school or during a free period when arrangements can be made. It is 
highly recommended that you make up work as soon as possible so that the task will be better 
understood. It is not my responsibility to remind you of missed quizzes, tests, PODs, exit tickets, or 
homework. Any work that is not made up will receive a grade of zero. 
 
EXTRA HELP:  Extra help will be available during fourth period and after school from 2:20 – 3:00. 
If this does not work, please see me immediately. We will try to work something out! 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to talk to me after class, after school, or during 
my resource period. 
 
 
 

Enjoy learning in this class! 
 
 


